find our civilization is largely the result of our collective failure to recognize that the global ecosystem of which humanity is a part is merely a system of systems in which every system is interacting with every other system, either directly or indirectly [1] . As a corrective, we at the JSR are interested especially in providing a forum for scholarship that uses systems thinking to transcend the reductionist perspectives on sustainability implied by the boundaries of academic disciplines. Even so, disciplinary specialists still have a vital role to play in our efforts to meet sustainability challenges holistically. Therefore, we also welcome submissions based on research undertaken from discipline-based perspectives as long as that research is accessible to a multidisciplinary readership and is otherwise relevant to the aims and scope of the JSR.
Second, the content and tone of the JSR should be both progressive and hopeful. One of the pitfalls of being keenly aware of the myriad sustainability challenges that confront our civilization is that our awareness can degenerate into pessimism and paralysis. Although it is true that the sustainability challenges before us are both pervasive and daunting, human history suggests that our species is resourceful enough to meet those challenges, and is able to choose to do so sooner rather than later. More importantly, there is no Planet B to which we can flee if human societies remain unsustainable on this planet, which means that pessimism and paralysis are self-indulgent luxuries that we cannot afford at this time. As Editors-in-Chief of the JSR, we therefore seek to publish scholarship that emphasizes not merely the sustainability challenges that confront our civilization, but also the many options for sustainable responses.
Third, the JSR should be universally accessible to an educated, English-speaking audience. This principle could pose a special challenge to researchers trained to interact primarily with a small group of specialists within their own disciplines. We would argue, however, that discipline-based academic isolation is another luxury that neither the academy nor humanity at large can afford. Given the highly multidimensional character of most sustainability challenges, education in the formal sense is necessary but insufficient if contained within the walls of the classroom [2] . We must be willing to extend our vision to address sustainability education in its broadest sense-including training and capacity building, communication, and creating public awareness (in other words, social learning [3] )-as an essential prerequisite for the success of sustainability efforts at the scale needed for the emergence of sustainable human societies worldwide. Sustainability scholars and practitioners the world over increasingly have recognized the indispensability of social learning to the success of such efforts. Target 4.7 of UN Sustainable Development Goal 4 [4, 5] In the same spirit, we as Editors-in-Chief of the JSR seek to promote social learning in the service of sustainability by publishing research that is not only forward-thinking, but also accessible enough to be applied by anyone who seeks to do so.
There are probably many different paths that would lead to the emergence of a world of sustainable human societies. For ourselves and those who come after us, bringing that world into being will depend upon the viability of the systems and interactions among those systems on which the sustainability of any human society depends. We at the JSR look forward to providing you with a forum for the publication of research that will contribute to the realization of that vision, and thank you for joining us in that effort. 
